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HEPATITIS B VIRUS INFECTION FROM A 
NEEDLE STICK 

To The Editors: 

A new problem has recently occurred in our cities. Some 
people usually children, have needle sticks frSn ^e 
^ by intravenous drug users and discarded in S 
a *5^ tl *A , ? UI (HBV) - hepatitis C vim? and 
•2S llS^V 113 V pareateral <*5S2ur 

A ^year-old Wwas admitted in the hospital because of 

rt£ JSL 8 ^ 0 Usts P 0 ***- % history £ £ 

?v « ?^ Wa t an from a needle discarded 

byenetgluW known to be infected with HBVand HlvTlS 

^?l? ld « n0t COnSider * e important and he did 

^receive immunoprophy^ds. His mother and father are 
HOT surface antigen- and core antibody-negative. HlV-1 
antibodies were not detected in the child. Thisfcv^ecSne a 
chronic i carrier of HBV surface antigen for TOflKKEiI 
without response to treatment with interferon. * 

Jiepatim B virus infection from occupational needle sticks 
has been documented in health care worked ^The £5 
mission risk is between 6 and 30%, depending on the See 

SKf^^ If the healtf c^woSis 
comgetely vaccinated, there is probably no risk." 

„i!! e< 5ff a * d ayringesare discarded by intravenous drug 
users, who have so high prevalence of HBV infection In 
Barcebna the rate of HBV carriers varies between 6 T«d 
lll'L h^ 31 ! ta4l «.HBV surface antigen has been 
demonstrated in syringes discarded in the street and collected 
in Florence, Italy- and Barcelona, Spain," " and HBV WA 
in New Haven, CT, 17 and Barcelona 8 

Our case confirms that the risk of HBV infection easts in the 
c^of anacddental needle stick from a hySSclS? and 
^eiscarded by an intravenous drugLser in a pubhc^E 
Postexposure irnmunoprophylaris against HBV with vaodne 
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and rorerimmune gamma-globulin in the management of such 
an acadenW exposure should be cormdered ifthe child Sot 
already had a complete hepatitis B vaccination. 

jscar Garcia-Algar, M.D. 
Oriol Vail, M.D. 

Department of Pediatrics 
Hospital del Mar 

Barcelona, Spain 

. Accepted for publication Aug. 13. 1997. 
Keywords: Needle sfciek, hepatitis B virus, discarded syringe 

L S?!lH I,, £ llen ?* M « Cortl *• Wert *> Majo E, Part p Rist 

wESP ***** B from M ^!S££et 

2. SOensi M, NieriR. Coechi P. d e Majo E. Hepatitis Brisk from 

4. ^rtoA.MontellaP,diSoraF,RecchiaO.PreitsPA_ rs™. 
r ft TL^m«?ri ^ IntematK ct£ 

S. 

6. WyattJP, Robertson CE,ScobieWG Outnrh«<m:».i ji 

stiAmjuries-ArchDieChndil^bS^ 

n ^^ n ■ Ha t , M ?f a n laent of children with hypoder- 

Sfe^^^^^^^^mfecnona^nee. 
cDe shcj injunes. Pediatr Infect Dis J 1996;lS^77-a 

S^^5 ^ Ma ^ rae , nt of ooupatianal exposures to 
, _ b J 0 o d - b «»e wises. N EnglJ Med 1995;332-444-Si 
10. Haffler SC. Hepatitis B virus- infecttoi &3h2flu^^ 

exposures to bloodbome pathogens: hepatitis B viruTheDal 
DZf^ni-T* immunodefi ^ virusSlXt 

S™-v G, -° rad ? S P - Aee$aeatal hopaKas-B-suriaee anti- 
gen.positiv« , aaodahow: use of e antigen to estimate infect 
tivity. Ann Intern Med 1982;97:367-8 

fmlZ^Jv 1 *- ^ *° 8U ^ eons « nd Pat^ts from 
HIV and hepatitis: guidelines on precautions and manaee- 
mwtrf, exposure to blood or body fluids. Br Med JlSsTJoli 

14. Bond WW, Pavero MS. Petersen NJ, et aL Survival of 
i9 e 8Sw?. VirUS ^ " d 8tarBse for 1 "eeKncel 

15. Doinfcguez A, VidaJ J, BniEuera M Sallerae t t t?* • j • 

1995,13 

8 iTi Bareelona - ^^BSSfi 

17. KhoshnoodK, Heimer R. Detection of hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
DNA in synnges of injecting drug use4 in the city of New 

sented at the IX International Cooference on AIDS, Berlin 
Germany, June 6 to 11, 1993. *»e"»», 



EVALUATIONOFRAPID STREPTOCOCCAL 
DETECTION TESTS 

To The Editors: 

i-fff*' ( f li ? i ? 1 .^ bo f a too; Improvement Act. 1988)-waived 
tests are by definition, 'simple to operate and so accurate that 
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o\J^Za • hemoglobin, dipstick urinalysis. Mood 
"2 U ™? P re f nan <* *«ts. there are at preWt three 

O^Str\o?TW ^ at s ^bs. These are: OS- 

Vu^telSS S? te r° f ° S0 ^ test the Quick- 

97«JndS»,Kqit«iv™ * Strep A Usts were 

Richard H. Schwarta, M D 
Vienna Pediatric Associated 
. Vienna, VA 
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CIRCUMCISION AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
To The Editors: 



„ BEST AVAILABLE COPY - 

TO pediatric mncnow olseASE WURKAI , Vo , „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

article, which is a rambling melawre «f ro»». • 
speculations, fails to prSf ^S^S^V* 
What is to/UkthJSZ^ 

Lactang the necessary facts he drowns us in JrT * v 
ranges from preposterous to faeoBpSS^ftS? 
some examples 0 f both. There are, he tells us 1 8 buL« ° te 
of diarrhea, 400 million cases of malaria 200 SSSt ^ 
schistosomiasis and 4 million rf«fvTA' ^? Ulion cases of . 

current prevalence, as is the ISsHs^ml™ £ ?° m of 
HIV infection. V^^S^S^S^S^ 
For millennia the male's preputial cvitv 1, i j at " 

hoS X™ 1365 115 that ' !s « torelate 

how surgery. . . can prevent many of the worfto i^T? 

diseases when the prepuce is removed neonaS - 5 we 2 

^^^^ 

boys than in ifcbSESii ft ^ fro?te "^t 8114 
wholly speculative hypolhesS T*" * 

bium invades the body SwulkS. ^luslosama haemalc 
preputial skin is «J22S3G«5 • SJE"! ^ *• 
easy penetration of the ciSSftu ^SfiS&SEg? 
prevalence of urinary schistosomiasb relatsT^? 16 

."SS ° f ?rePU?al ^ * PreventSonis 

HIV ^ "aSS T 1 h - j T PS * ^ fusion that became 

^onSeca SlsXhte SfiSS* * 
cous membrane []» ^v not t«« • • g . fanPs mu * 

These are but a few examples of Wefe«» nroTvl ^ 

awareness, results «>%osS of StihS!?? ,, £ 8OT ? 1 
«rJatttaestheien« ! fe a te^i&tf a ^-S.' he,!, 4 e 

.literature strongly supports it. ^ &esU and Current 

fall extent cfitspot^vekeneEB JSSS^^^SfS 

Michael ICatz, MJX 



